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The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Aguinst Women (CEDAW) is un international standard-setting
instrument that wus udopted by the United Nations in 1979 and
cume info force in 1982. As of 18 Murch 2005, 180 counfries,
over hinety percent of the members of the United Ndtions, are
parties to the Convention.

CEDAW estublishes the universdlity of the principle of equal rights
between men und women. The Convention seeks to estublish
eqyuulity of rights for women, whatever their marital status, in dll
fields — political, economic, socidl, cultural and civil. It promotes
nutiondl leyislution that prohibits discrimination and the adop-
fion of speciul temporary meausures to uccelerate the establish-
Mment of de fucto eyudlity between men und women, including
chunying customary und cultural practices which are bused
on the ideu of the “inferiority or the superiority” of either sex or
on stereotyped roles for women und men.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Agdinst
Women wus estublished in 1982, ufter the Convention entered
info force. Its main task is to consider periodicul report submitted
to it by Stutes concerning the leyislutive, judicial, administrative
und other meusures udopted to yive effect to the Convention.



The Committee mukes recommenddations to States on steps
to be tuken to implement the Convention.

An Optional Protocol to CEDAW wus adopted by the United
Nutions Generdul Assembly in December 1999. The Optionul
Protocol to CEDAW seeks, on the ohe hand, fo give women
the right to lodyge individudal compldints with the Committee
concerniny Jll violations of the Convention by their governments
and, on the other hund, to empower the Committee to conduct
investigutions into the dbuses of which women dre victims in
countries that have signed the protocol. As of 20 January 2006,
there are 76 States parties to the Optional Protocol.

Source: Pussport to equdlity, UNESCO



Noting that the Charter of the United Nations redffirms faith in
fundumentul human rights, in the dighity and worth of the
human person und in the eyudl rights of men and women,

Noting thut the Universul Declaration of Human Rights uffirms
the principle of the inudmissibility of discrimination aund procldims
that dll human beinys dre born free und equdl in dighity and
rights und that everyone is entitled to dll the rights and freedoms
set forth therein, without distinction of any kind, includiny
distinction bused on sex,

Noting that the States Parties to the International Covenants on
Humun Rights have the obligation to ensure the eqgual rights of
mMen und women to enjoy dll economic, social, cultural, civil
and politicdl rights,

Considering the infernational conventions concluded under the
auspices of the United Nutions aund the specidlized agencies
promoting equdlity of rights of men aund women,

Noting ulso the resolutions, declarations and recommendations
udopted by the United Nations und the specidlized agencies
promoting equdlity of rights of men und women,



Concerhed, however, that despite these various instruments
extensive discrimination aguinst women continues to exist,

Reculling that discrimination aguinst women violutes the
principles of equulity of rights und respect for human dignity, is
un obstucle to the pdarticipution of women, on egual ferms with
Mmen, in the polificul, sociul, economic und culturdl life of their
countries, humpers the growth of the prosperity of society und
the fumily und mukes more difficult the full development of the
potentidlities of women in the service of their countries and of
humanity,

Concerned thut in situdtions of poverty women have the leust
access to food, hedlth, educution, fraining und opportunities
for employment und other heeds,

Convinced that the estublishment of the hew intfernational
ecohomic order bused on eqyuity und justice will contribute
significuntly towards the promotion of eqgudlity between men
und women,

Emphusizing that the eradicution of apurtheid, dll forms of
racism, racial discrimination, colonidlism, heo-colonialism,
uygyression, foreign occupution und dominution und infer-
ference in the internul uffairs of States is essentiul to the full
enjoyment of the rights of men and women,



Affirming that the strengthening of international peuce und
security, the relaxation of internationual fension, mutual
co-operution umony ull Stutes irrespective of their sociul und
ecohomic systems, gyenerdul und complete disurmument, in
particular nuclear disurmument under strict and effective
intfernutional control, the dffirmation of the principles of justice,
equulity and mutudl benefit in relations amony countries und
the redlization of the right of peoples under dlien und colonidl
dominution und foreigh occupution 1o self-determinution aund
independence, us well us respect for national sovereignty aund
territoridl inteyrity, will promote socidl proyress und development
und us u conseyuence will contribute to the attainment of full
eqyuulity between men und women,

Convinced that the full und complete development of G
country, the welfare of the world und the cause of peuce
reyuire the muximum participation of women on equal terms
with men in dll fields,

Beurinyg in mind the greut conftribution of women o the welfare
of the fumily aund to the development of society, so far not fully
recoyhized, the socidl significance of maternity and the role of
both parents in the family and in the upbringing of children,
und uwdre thut the role of women in procreution should hot be
u busis for discrimination but that the upbringing of children
reyuires u sharing of responsibility between men und women
und society us u whole,



Awdre that a chunge in the traditionadl role of men us well s
the role of women in society und in the family is heeded to
uchieve full equulity between men und women,

Determined to implement the principles set forth in the Declu-
ration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and,
for that purpose, to uadopt the meusures required for the elimi-
nation of such discrimination in dll its forms and Manifestations,

Have ugreed on the followiny:

For the purposes of the present Convention, the term “discrimi-
nation aguinst women” shall meaun any distinction, exclusion or
restriction mude on the busis of sex which hads the effect or
purpose of impuiring or nullifying the recogynition, enjoyment or
exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on d busis
of eqyudlity of men und women, of humun rights und fundu-
mental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil
or uny other field.

States Parties condemn discrimination agadinst women in all its
forms, agree to pursue by dll appropriate meuns und without



delay u policy of eliminating discrimination against women aund,
to this end, undertake:

(a) To embody the principle of the equdlity of men and women
in their national constitutions or other gppropriate
leyislution if not yet incorporated therein und to ensure,
through law aund other appropriate meuns, the practical
redlization of this principle;

(b) To udopt uppropriate leyislautive and other medsures,
including sunctions where dppropriate, prohibiting dll
discriminuation against women;

(o) To estublish legul protection of the rights of women on an
eyudl busis with men und to ensure through competent
nutionul tribunals and other public institutions the effective
protection of women aguinst any act of discrimination;

(d) To refrain from enguying in uny act or practice of discrimi-
nation auguinst women und to ensure that public authorities
und institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation;

(e) To tuke dll uppropriate meusures to eliminate discrimination
uyguinst women by duny person, orgunization or enterprise;

(f) To tuke dll uppropriate meusures, including leyislation, to
modify or dbolish existing laws, reguldations, customs and
practices which constitute discrimination against women;

(9) To repedul dll nationul penal provisions which constitute
discriminution aguinst women.



Stutes Purties shall take in dll fields, in particular in the political,
sociul, economic und culturdl fields, dll appropriate Meausures,
includinyg leyislation, to ensure the full development and
audvauncement of women, for the purpose of guuranteeing them
the exercise und enjoyment of human rights and fundumentail
freedoms on u busis of equdlity with men.

Adoption by States Parties of temporary special meusures
dimed ut ucceleruting de fucto eyudlity between men und
women shull hot be considered discrimination as defined in
the present Convention, but shdll in ho way entuil as G
conseyuence the muintenunce of unequdl or sepurate
staunduards; these meusures shull be discontinued when the
objectives of eqgudlity of opportunity and treatment have
been uchieved.

Adoption by States Parties of speciul medausures, including
those meusures contuined in the present Convention,
uimed ut profecting maternity shall nhot be considered
discriminutory.

Stutes Parties shall fuke dll appropriate Meusures:
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(0) To modify the sociul und culturdl patterns of conduct of men
und women, with u view fo achieving the elimination of
prejudices und customary und dll other practices which are
bused on the ideu of the inferiority or the superiority of
either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men und
women;

(b) To ensure that fumily educdudtion includes u proper under-
standing of muaternity us u sociul function and the
recoynition of the common responsibility of men und women
in the upbringing und development of their children, it
beinyg understood that the interest of the children is the
primordial considerdation in dll cuses.

Stutes Parties shall tuke dll appropriate meusures, including
leyislution, to suppress dll forms of fraffic in women und
exploitation of prostitution of women.

States Parties shall take dll appropriate meusures to eliminate
discrimination against women in the political and public life of
the country und, in paurticular, shall ensure to women, on equdl
terms with men, the right:
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(u) To vote in dll elections und public referendu and to be
eligible for election to dll publicly elected bodies;

(b) To purticipute in the formulation of government policy aund
the implementation thereof und to hold public office und
perform dll public functions at dll levels of government;

(©) To purticipute in honh-governmentul orgunizations und
ussociutions concerned with the public and politicdl life of
the country.

States Parties shall tuke dll appropriate meusures to ensure to
women, on eyuul terms with men und without auny discriminu-
fion, the opportunity to represent their Governments ut the
intfernational level und to puarticipute in the work of international
orgJunizations.

1. Stutes Parties shull grant women equdl rights with men to
ucyuire, change or retuin their nationdlity. They shall ensure
in particular that heither marriage to un dlien hor chanye of
nutionulity by the husbund during marriage shall automati-
cully chunyge the nutiondlity of the wife, render her stuteless
or force upon her the hationdlity of the huslbband.

2. Stutes Puarties shdll grant women equdl rights with men with
respect to the nutiondlity of their children.
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Stutes Purtfies shull tuke dll appropriate medusures to eliminute
discriminution aguinst women in order to ensure 1o them equdl
rights with men in the field of educdtion aund in pdarticuldr to
ensure, on u busis of equality of men and women:

(u) The sume conditions for caureer und vocutional guidunce,
for access to studies und for the achievement of diplomas
in educutionul estublishments of dll cuteyories in rural s
well us in urbun areus; this equdlity shdll be ensured in pre-
school, yenerdl, technicul, professionul und higher technicul
educution, us well us in dll types of vocutiondl training;

(b) Access to the sume curriculd, the sume exuminutions,
teuching staff with quualifications of the sume standard and
school premises und eyuipment of the saume gudlity;

(©) The elimination of uny stereotyped concept of the roles of
Mmen und women ut dll levels and in dll forms of educution
by encourayging coeducution und other types of educdtion
which will help to achieve this dim and, in particular, by the
revision of textbooks und school programmes und the
uduptution of teaching methods;

(d) The sume opportunities to benefit from scholarships aund
other study grants;

(e) The sume opportunities for access to progrummes of
continuing educdution, including adult and functionadl literacy
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prograummes, purticularly those duimed dt reducing, ut the
eurliest possible time, uny gup in educution existing between
Men und women;

(f) The reduction of femule student drop-out rates aund the
orgunization of prograummes for yirls und women who have
left school premauturely;

(v) The sume opportunities to puarticipute actively in sports and
physical educution;

(h) Access to specific educutional information tfo help to
ensure the heulth and well-beiny of families, includiny
information und udvice on fumily planning.

1. Stutes Parties shull tfake dll uppropriute meusures to
eliminute discrimination against women in the field of
employment in order to ensure, on u busis of equdlity of men
und women, the sume rights, in particular:

() The right to work as an indlienable right of dll human
beinys;

(b) The right to the sume employment opportunities, including
the upplicution of the sume criteria for selection in Mutters
of employment;

(©) The right to free choice of profession und employment, the
right to promotion, job security und dll benefits und
conditions of service und the right to receive vocutiondl
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fraining und retrdining, including upprenticeships, advanced
vocutiondl training und recurrent training;

(d) The right to equul remunerdtion, including benefits, and to
eqyudl freattment in respect of work of equul value, as well
us eyudlity of freatment in the evaluation of the gudlity of
work;

(e) Theright to sociul security, particularly in cuses of retirement,
unemployment, sickness, invalidity and old age und other
incupucity to work, as well as the right to puid leave;

() The right to protection of hedlth and to sufety in working
conditions, including the sufegyuarding of the function of
reforoduction.

2. In order to prevent discrimination agudinst women on the
grounds of murriuge or muternity and to ensure their
effective right to work, Stutes Purties shull fuke appropriute
meusures:

(0) To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sunctions, dismissal
onh the ygrounds of pregnuncy or of muternity leuve und
discrimination in dismissuls on the busis of mMaritdl status;

(b) To infroduce muternity leave with pay or with compardble
sociul benefits without loss of former employment, seniority
or sociul dllowunces;

(c) To encouruyge the provision of the hecessury supporting
sociul services fo enuble purents to combine family
obligutions with work responsibilities und purticipation in
public life, in particular through promoting the establishment
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und development of u hetwork of child-cure fucilities;
(d) To provide speciul protection to women during pregnuncy
in types of work proved to be harmful to them.

3. Protective leyislation relating to matters covered in this
urticle shdll be reviewed periodicdlly in the light of scientfific
und techholoyicul knowledygye and shudll be revised,
repeuled or extended us hecessury.

1. Stutes Parties shull tfauke dll uppropriute meusures to
eliminate discrimination against women in the field of hedlth
cure in order to ensure, on u busis of equulity of men und
women, uccess to hedlth care services, including those
related to fumily planning.

2. Notwithstunding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article,
Stutes Parties shall ensure to women uppropridte services in
connection with pregnancy, confinement and the
post-nutdl period, grunting free services where necessury,
us well us udeyuute nutrition during preghuncy und
lactation.

Stutes Partfies shull tuke dll appropriate meusures to eliminate
discriminution ugauinst women in other ureus of economic und
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socidl life in order to ensure, on u busis of equulity of menh und
women, the sume rights, in particular:

(u) The right to family benefits;

(b) The right fo bunk louns, mortguyges und other forms of
financial credit;

() The right to purticipute in recreational activities, sports und
ull auspects of culturdl life.

1. Stutes Purties shull tuke into uccount the particular
problems fuced by rurdl women aund the significunt roles
which rural women play in the economic survival of their
families, including their work in the hoh-monetized sectors
of the economy, und shall take dll appropriate Meusures to
ensure the dpplicution of the provisions of the present
Convention fo women in rurdl dreus.

2. Stutes Purties shuall tuke dll uppropriate meusures to
eliminate discrimination against women in rural areus in
order to ensure, on u busis of equulity of men und women,
that they participute in und benefit from rural development
und, in particular, shall ensure to such women the right:

(u) To purticipute in the eluborution und implementution of
development planning ut dll levels;
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(b) To have duccess to udeyuute hedlth care facilities,
includinyg informution, counseling und services in fumily
planning;

(©) To benefit directly from sociul security programmes;

(d) To obtuin dll types of truining und educution, formal and
non-formal, including that relating to functiondl literacy, as
well us, inter dlia, the benefit of ull community and
extension services, in order to increuse their fechnicul
proficiency;

(e) To orgunize self-help groups und co-operdtives in order to
obtuin eyuul uccess o economic opportunities through
employment or self employment;

(f) To purticipute in dll community activities;

(9) To huve uccess to ugricultural credit und louns, Marketing
facilities, appropriate technology und equadl freatment in
lund und agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement
schemes;

(h) To enjoy udeyuute living conditions, purticularly in relation
to housing, sunitation, electricity and water supply,
fransport und communicutions.

1. Stutes Purties shull accord to women equdlity with men
before the law.
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Stutes Parties shall accord to women, in civil mutters, G
legul cupucity identicul to that of men und the sume
opportunities to exercise that capacity. In particular, they
shull give women equdl rights fo conclude contracts und to
udminister property und shall treat them equdilly in dll stages
of procedure in courts and tribunals,

Stutes Purties ugree that dll contfracts und dll other private
instruments of uny kind with u legul effect which is directed
ut restricting the legul cupacity of women shall be deemed
null and void.

Stutes Purties shull uccord to men und womenhn the sume
rights with regard to the law reldating to the movement of
persons und the freedom to choose their residence aund
domicile.

States Parties shall take dll appropriate medusures to
eliminute discrimination agudinst women in all matters
reluting to marriuge und family relations and in particular
shdll ensure, on u busis of equulity of men und women:

(a) The sume right to enter into Marriage;
(b) The sume right freely to choose d spouse und to enter into

mMarriage only with their free and full consent;

(©) The sume rights und responsibilities during marriage und at

its dissolution;
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(d) The sume rights und responsibilities us purents, irrespective

of their muairital status, in Matters relating to their children; in
dll cuses the interests of the children shall be paramount;

(e) The sume rights to decide freely und responsibly onh the

®

numMber und spucing of their children und to have access
to the information, educution und meuns to enuble them
to exercise these rights;

The sume rights und responsibilities with regurd to
guurdiunship, wardship, frusteeship and adoption of
children, or similar institutions where these concepts exist in
nationdl leyislation; in dll cuses the interests of the children
shall be puramount;

(9) The sume personul rights us husbund and wife, including

the right to choose d fumily hame, u profession und un
occupution;

(h) The sume rights for both spouses in respect of the owner-
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ship, ucyuisition, munagement, administration, enjoyment
und disposition of property, whether free of charge or for a
vuluuble consideration.

The betrothul and the marriuge of a child shall have ho
leyul effect, und dll hecessury uction, including leyislation,
shdll be tuken to specify a minimum dage for marriuge und
to muke the reyistration of marriuges in an official reyistry
compulsory.



For the purpose of considering the progress made in the
implementution of the present Convention, there shull be
estublished a Committee on the Elimination of Discriming-
tfion Aguinst Women (hereindufter referred to us the
Committee) consisting, at the time of entry info force of the
Convention, of eighteen und, ufter ratification of or
uccession to the Convention by the thirty-fifth State Party,
of twenty-three experts of high morul stundiny aund
competence in the field covered by the Convention. The
experts shall be elected by States Parties from amony
their nationals und shall serve in their personul cupucity,
considerution beiny yiven to eqyuituble yeoyruphicul
distribution aund to the representution of the different forms
of civilization us well us the principdl legal systems.

The members of the Committee shadll be elected by secret
bullot from u list of persons hominuted by Stutes Parties. Each
State Party may hominute one person from amony its own
nutionuls,

The initiul election shull be held six months ufter the date of
the entry into force of the present Convention. At leust three
months before the dute of euch election the Secretary-
Generudl of the United Nations shull address u lefter to the
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States Parties inviting them to subbmit their nominations within
two months. The Secretdry-Generdl shall prepare d list in
Jglphubetical order of dll persons thus hominuted,
indicuting the States Parties which have hominated them,
and shall submit it fo the States Parties.

Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at
U Mmeeting of Stutes Parties convened by the Secretary-
Generudl ut United Nations Headqguarters. At that meeting,
for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a
guorum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be
those hominees who obtuin the largest number of votes und
un dbsolute majority of the votes of the representdtives of
States Parties present und voting.

The members of the Committee shdll be elected for u ferm
of four yeurs. However, the terms of nine of the members
elected dt the first election shull expire at the end of two
yeurs; immediutely ufter the first election the hames of these
nine mMembers shall be chosen by ot by the Chairman of
the Committee.

The election of the five additionaul members of the Com-
Mmittee shull be held in accordunce with the provisions of
puragraphs 2, 3 und 4 of this article, following the thirty-fifth
ratification or uccession. The terms of two of the udditiondl
Mmembers elected on this occusion shall expire at the end of



two yedrs, the hames of these two members having been
chosen by lot by the Chairman of the Committee.

For the filing of cusudl vacuncies, the State Party whose
expert hus ceused to function us a member of the Com-
Mmittee shull yppoint unother expert from uamony its
nutionuals, subject to the upproval of the Committee.

The members of the Committee shudll, with the approval of
the Generdl Assembly, receive emoluments from United
Nutions resources on such terms und conditions us the
Assembly muy decide, having regurd to the importunce of
the Committee’s responsibilities.

The Secretury-Generdl of the United Nutions shull provide
the necessury stuff uand facilities for the effective perfor-
mance of the functions of the Committee under the present
Convention.

Stutes Parties undertuke to submit to the Secretury-Generdl
of the United Nutions, for consideration by the Committee,
u report on the leyislative, judicial, administrative or other
meusures which they have udopted to yive effect to the
provisions of the present Convention and on the progress
maude in this respect:
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(u) Within ohe yeur ufter the entry info force for the State

cohcerned:

(b) Thereufter ut leust every four yeurs und further whenever

24

the Committee so requests.

Reports may indicute factors und difficulties affecting the
deyree of fulfilment of obligutions under the present
Convention.

The Committee shull adopt its own rules of procedure.

The Committee shull elect its officers for a term of two yeurs.

The Committee shall normally meet for u period of not mMore
than two weeks unnudlly in order to consider the reports
submitted in accordunce with arficle 18 of the present
Convention.

The meetings of the Committee shall hormally be held ut
United Nations Heaudquarters or ut any other convenient
place us determined by the Committee.

The Committee shuall, through the Economic aund Socidl
Council, report unnudlly to the General Assembly of the



United Nations on its uctivities aund may make sugyestions
und ygenerul recommenddations bused on the examination
of reports und information received from the States Parties.
Such sugyestions und generul recommendations shall be
included in the report of the Committee togyether with
comments, if auny, from Stutes Parties.

2. The Secretury-Generdl of the United Nations shall transmit
the reports of the Commifttee to the Commission on the
Status of Women for its information.

The specidlized ugencies shdll be entitled to be represented ut
the considerution of the implementation of such provisions of
the present Convention us fall within the scope of their activities.
The Committee may invite the specidlized agencies to submit
reports on the implementation of the Convention in areds
falling within the scope of their uctivities.

Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions
that are more conducive to the auchievement of equdlity
between men und women which may be contuined:
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(U) In the leyislation of u Stute Party; or
(b) In uny other internutionul convention, tredty or ugreement
in force for thut Stute.,

States Parties undertuke to udopt dll hecessary meusures ut the
nationdl level dimed at achieving the full redlization of the rights
recoyhized in the present Convention.

1. The present Convention shull be open for signature by dll
States.

2. The Secretury-Generdl of the United Nations is designhated
us the depositary of the present Convention.

3. The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments
of rutificution shull be deposited with the Secretary-
Generdl of the United Nations.

4. The present Convention shdll be open to uccession by dll
States. Accession shull be effected by the deposit of un
instrument of uccession with the Secretary-Generdl of the
United Nutions.
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A request for the revision of the present Convention may be
mude ut uny time by uny State Party by medns of u
nofificution in writing uddressed to the Secretary-Generdl
of the United Nutions.

The Generul Assembly of the United Nations shall decide
upon the steps, if uny, to be tuken in respect of such u
reyuest.

The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth
duy ufter the dute of deposit with the Secretary-Generdl of
the United Nations of the twentieth instrument of ratification
or uccession.

For euch Stute rutifying the present Convention or
aucceding to it ufter the deposit of the twenftieth instrument
of rutification or uccession, the Convention shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day ufter the date of the deposit of its
ownh instrument of rutification or uccession.

The Secretury-Generdl of the United Nations shall receive
und circulate to dll States the text of reservations maude by
States ut the time of rdtification or accession.
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2.
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A reservation incompuatible with the object und purpose of
the present Convention shall hot be permitted.

Reservutions may be withdrawn at any time by hotification
to this effect uddressed to the Secretury-General of the
United Nations, who shall then inform dll States thereof. Such
notification shall take effect on the dute on which it is
received.

Any dispute between two or more Stutes Parties concerning
the interpretation or application of the present Convention
which is hot setftled by neyotiation shall, at the request of
ohe of them, be submitted to arbitration. If within six
months from the date of the request for arbitration the
parties are unuble to ugree on the orgunization of the
arbitration, any ohe of those parties may refer the
dispute to the International Court of Justice by reguest
in conformity with the Statute of the Court.

Each State Party may at the fime of signature or rafification
of the present Convention or accession thereto declare that
it does not consider itself bound by puragraph 1 of this
urticle. The other Stutes Parties shall hot be bound by that
puragraph with respect to uny State Party which hus made
such d reservation.,



3. Any Stute Party which haus mude d reservation in
uccordunce with puragraph 2 of this article may at any time
withdraw that reservation by nofification o the Secretary-
Generul of the United Nations.

The present Convention, the Ardabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russiun und Spunish texts of which are equdlly authentic, shall
be deposited with the Secretary-Generadl of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have
signed the present Convention.
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As of 18 March 2005, 180 countries — over hinety percent of the
members of the United Nations — are party to the convention.

Afghanistan, Albaniu, Algeria*, Andorrda, Ahgola, Antigua and
Burbudu, Argentinu®, Armeniu, Australia®, Austria®, Azerbdijun,
Buhumus®, Buhruain, Bunygladesh™, Burbudos, Belarus, Belgium™,
Belize, Benin, Bhutun, Boliviu, Boshiu & Herzegovinu, Botswauny,
Bruzil*, Bulgaria, Burkina Fuso, Burundi, Cambodiu, Cameroon,
Cunudu, Cupe Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile*,
Chinu*, Colombiu, Comoros, Congo, Costu Ricu, Cote d’lvoire,
Croutiu, Cubu*, Cyprus*, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s
Republic of Koreu, Democrautic Republic of the Congo, Den-
mark, Djibouti, Dominicu, Dominicun Republic, Ecuador, Egypt®,
El Salvador®, Eyuutorial Guineu, Eritreq, Estoniu, Ethiopia®, Fiji*,
Finland, France*®, Gubon, Gumbiu, Georygiu, Germauny*, Ghany,
Greece, Grenudu, Guutemulu, Guineu, Guineu-Bissuu,
Guyunu, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India*, Indonesiu*,
lrag®, Ireland*, Israel”, Italy, Jumuaica®, Japun, Jordun*®,
Kuzukhstan, Kenyu, Kiribati, Kuwdait, Kyrgyzstan, Luo People’s
Democrutic Rep., Latvia, Lebaunon*®, Lesotho®, Liberid, Libyan A.
Jumuhiriyu*®, Liechtenstein®, Lithuuniu, Luxembourg®, Mudaguscar,
Mualawi, Malaysia*, Maldives™, Mali, Malta*, Mauritanid,
Mauritius®, Mexico, Micronesiu, Monhuco, Monhgolia, Morocco®,
Mozumbigue, Myunmar®, Namibidu, Nepul, Netherlunds®, New
Zeulund®, Nicuruguu, Niger, Nigeriu, Norwuy, Pukistun®,
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Punumu, Pupuu New Guinheu, Puraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Poland®, Portugul, Republic of Koreu, Republic of Mucedonid,
Republic of Moldovu, Romuniu®, Russiun Federation, Rwandy,
Suint Kitts and Nevis, Suint Luciu, St. Vincent & the Grenadines,
Sumou, Sun Marino, SGo Tomé und Principe, Saudi Arabiu*®,
Seneyul, Serbia und Montenegro, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Singupore*, Slovukiu, Sloveniu, Solomon Islands, South Africad,
Spuin*, Sri Lunku, Surinume, Swuzilund, Sweden, Switzerland®,
Syriun Arab Republic, Tdjikistan, Thailand*, Timor-Leste, Togo,
Trinidud und Tobayo®, Tunisia®, Turkey*, Turkmenistan, Tuvdlu,
Ugundu, Ukrdine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Greut
Britain & Northern Irelund*, United Republic of Tunzania, Uruguay,
Uzbekistun, Vanuutu, Venhezuela*, Viet Num*, Yemen*, Zambiu,
Zimbdbwe.

*N.B.: the Stutes followed by un usterisk expressed reservations,
or mude stutements modifying the legul effect of the Conven-
fion, ut the time of ratifying the Convention.
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that the Chuarter of the United Nations redffirms faith in
fundumentul human rights, in the dighity and worth of the
human person und in the eyudl rights of men and women,

thuat the Universul Decluration of Humun Rights
proclaims that dll human beings dare born free and eyudl in
dignity und rights and that everyone is enfitled to dll the rights
und freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of any kind,
including distinction bused on sex,

that the Infernational Covenants on Human Rights
aund other international human rights instruments prohibit
discriminution on the busis of sex,

the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discriminution Aguinst Women (“the Convention®), in which the
States Parties thereto condemn discrimination against women
in dll its forms and agree to pursue by dll appropriate Meuns
und without deluy d policy of eliminating discrimination aguinst
women,
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their determination to ensure the full and equdl
enjoyment by women of dll human rights and fundamental
freedoms und to tuke effective action to prevent violations of
these rights und freedoms,

Have augreed us follows:

A Stute Party to the present Protocol ("State Party®) recoynizes
the competence of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination Aguinst Women (“the Committee®) to receive
und consider communicutions submifted in accordunce with
article 2.

Communicutions muy be submitted by or on behdalf of
individuuls or groups of individuals, under the jurisdiction of u
Stute Party, cldiming to be victims of u violation of any of the
rights set forth in the Convention by that State Party. Where
communicution is submitted on behdlf of individudls or groups
of individuuls, this shall be with their consent unless the author
cun justify acting on their behdlf without such consent.

Communicutions shall be in writing and shall hot be anonymous.
No communicution shall be received by the Committee if it
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concerns u Stute Party to the Convention that is not a party to
the present Protocol.

1. The Committee shdll not consider a communicution unless
it has uscertuined that dll avdilable domestic remedies have
been exhausted unless the application of such remedies is
unreusonubly prolonged or unlikely to bring effective relief.

2. The Committee shull declure u communicution inadmissible
where:

(u) The sume mutter hus dlreudy been exumined by the
Committee or hus been oris beiny exumined under unother
procedure of internationdl investigation or settlement;

(b) It is incomputible with the provisions of the Convention;

(c) It is munifestly ill-founded or hot sufficiently substantiated;

(d) It is un ubuse of the right to submit a commMmunicution;

(e) The fucts that are the subject of the communicution
occurred prior to the entry into force of the present Protocol
for the Stute Purty concerned unless those facts confinued
ufter that dute.
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At uny time dufter the receipt of u communicution und
before u determinution on the merits hus been reuched,
the Committee may transmit to the State Party concerned
for its urgent consideration a request that the State Party
take such interim medsures us mMay be hecessary to avoid
possible irrepurable dumage to the victim or victims of the
ulleged violution.

Where the Committee exercises its discretion under
paragraph 1 of the present article, this does hot imply
determinution on udmissibility or on the merits of the
communicution.

Unless the Committee considers u commuhnicution
inadmissible without reference to the State Party concerned,
und provided that the individudl or individudls consent to
the disclosure of their identity to that State Party, the
Committee shall bring uny communicution submitted to
it under the present Protocol confidentidlly to the attention
of the Stute Party concerned.

Within six months, the receiving State Party shall submit to
the Committee written explanations or statements
clarifying the matter und the remedly, if any, that may have
been provided by that State Party.
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. The Committee shuall consider commMmunicutions received

under the present Protocol in the light of dll information mude
avdiluble to it by or on behdlf of individudls or groups of
individuuls und by the State Party concerned, provided that
this information is transmitted to the paurties concerned.

The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining
communicutions under the present Protocol.

After exumining u commuhnicution, the Committee shall
fransmit its views on the communicuation, fogether with its
recommenduations, if any, to the purties concerned.

The Stute Party shdll give due consideration to the views of
the Committee, foyether with its recommenddations, if any,
und shall submit to the Committee, within six months, d
written response, including information on any action taken
in the light of the views und recommendautions of the
Committee.

The Committee may invite the Stute Party to submit further
information ubout uny meusures the State Party has fuken
in response to its views or recommendutions, if any, including
us deemed uppropriate by the Committee, in the State
Party’s subseyuent reports under drticle 18 of the Convention.



If the Committee receives relidble information indicating
grave or systematic violations by a State Party of rights set
forth in the Convention, the Committee shall invite that State
Party to cooperute in the examination of the information
und to this end to submit observations with regard 1o the
information concerned.

Taking intfo uccount uny observutions that may have been
submitted by the State Party concernhed us well as any other
reliuble information avdiluble to it, the Committee muy
desiynute one or more of its members to conduct un
inguiry und to report urgently to the Committee. Where
wdrranted und with the consent of the State Party, the
inguiry may include d visit to its territory.

After exumining the findinygs of such an inquiry, the Committee
shdll transmit these findings to the State Party concerned
together with any comments and recommendutions.

The Stute Purty concerned shall, within six months of receiving
the findings, comments und recommenddtions transmitted
by the Committee, submit its observations fo the Committee.

Such un inquiry shall be conducted confidentidlly and the

cooperution of the State Party shdll be sought at dll stages
of the proceedinys.
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1. The Committee muy invite the Stute Party concerned to
include in its report under article 18 of the Convention
detdils of uny medusures taken in response to un inquiry
conducted under urticle 8 of the present Protocol.

2. The Committee muy, if hecessury, uftfer the end of the
period of six months referred to in article 8.4, invite the State
Party concerned to inform it of the meusures tuken in
response to such un inquiry.

1. Each Stute Party may, ut the time of signuture or rafificution
of the present Protocol or uccession thereto, declare that it
does nhot recoyhize the competence of the Committee
provided for in articles 8 und 9.

2. Any Stute Purty having made u declaration in uccordunce
with paragraph 1 of the present drticle may, at any time,
withdraw this declaration by notificution to the Secretary-
Generdl,

A Stute Party shall take dll appropriate steps to ensure that
individuuls under its jurisdiction are not subjected to ill freatment
or intimidution us u conseyuence of communicuting with the
Committee pursuunt to the present Protocol.
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The Committee shallinclude in its unnudl report under article 21
of the Convention u summMmary of its activities under the present
Protocol.

Each Stute Party undertakes to muke widely known aund to give
publicity to the Convention und the present Protocol uand to
facilitute uccess to information dbout the views aund recom-
Mmendutions of the Committee, in particular, on Matters involv-
ing that State Party.

The Committee shall develop its own rules of procedure to be
followed when exercising the functions conferred on it by the
present Protocol.

1. The present Protocol shdll be open for signature by any State
that has signed, ratified or ucceded to the Convention.

2. The present Protocol shdll be subject to ratification by any
State that has ratified or ucceded to the Convention.
Instruments of rutification shall be deposited with the
Secretury-Generdl of the United Nutions.
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3.

The present Protocol shdll be open to accession by any State
that has ratified or ucceded to the Convention.

Accession shull be effected by the deposit of un instrument
of uccession with the Secretury-Generul of the United
Nations.

The present Protocol shull enter into force three months
ufter the dute of the deposit with the Secretary-General of
the United Nutions of the tenth instrument of ratification or
uccession.

For euch Stute ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to
it ufter its entry into force, the present Protocol shall enter
into force three months dfter the date of the deposit of ifs
own instrument of ratification or accession.

No reservutions to the present Protocol shdll be permitted.
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Any State Party may propose un umendment to the present
Protocol und file it with the Secretury-Generdl of the United
Nations. The Secretary-Generdl shall thereupon communhnicate
any proposed umendments 1o the States Parties with



reguest thut they notify her or him whether they favour u
conference of Stutes Parties for the purpose of considering
und voting on the proposdl. In the event that at leust ohe
third of the Stutes Parties favour such u conference, the
Secretury-Generdl shall convene the conference under the
auspices of the United Nutions. Any umendment adopted
by u muijority of the States Parties present und voting at the
conference shull be submitted o the General Assembly of
the United Nations for upproval.

Amendments shall come info force when they have been
approved by the Generdul Assembly of the United Nations
und uccepted by u two-thirds majority of the States Parties
to the present Protocol in uccordunce with their respective
constitutional processes.

When umendments come info force, they shull be binding
oh those Stutes Parties that have uccepted them, other
Stutes Parties still being bound by the provisions of the present
Protocol und uny edarlier umendments that they have
accepted.

Any State Party may denounce the present Protocol at any
fime by written nofification addressed to the Secretary-
Generdl of the United Nations. Denunciation shall take
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effect six months ufter the dute of receipt of the notification
by the Secretury-Generdl.

Denunciation shall be without prejudice to the continued
upplication of the provisions of the present Protocol to uny
communicution submitted under arficle 2 or auny inyuiry
initiuted under article 8 before the effective dute of
denunciation.

The Secretury-Generdl of the United Nutions shall inform all States

of:

(a) Signutures, ratifications und accessions under the present

Protocol;

(b) The dute of entry into force of the present Protocol and of

uny umendment under article 18;

(c) Any denunciudtion under article 19.
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The present Protocol, of which the Ardbic, Chinese, English,
French, Russiun und Spunish texts are equally authentic, shall
be deposited in the archives of the United Nations.

The Secretury-Generdl of the United Nations shall transmitf
certified copies of the present Protocol to dll States referred
to in article 25 of the Convention.



As of 20 Junuury 2006, there ure 76 Stutes Parties fo the
Optionul Protocul.

Albaunia, Andorra, Austria, Azerbuaijun, Bangladesh, Belarus,
Belgium, Belize, Boliviag, Boshia & Herzegovina, Brazil,
Cumeroon, Cunudu, Costu Ricu, Croutia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmurk, Dominhicun Republic, Ecuador, Finlund,
France, Gubon, Georyiu, Germuny, Greece, Guutemuld,
Hungary, Icelund, Irelund, Italy, Kauzakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Lesotho, Libyan A. Jumuhiriyu, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxemboury, Mdli, Mexico, Mongolia, Numibia, Netherlands,
New Zeulund, Niger, Nigeriu, Norway, Paunumau, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Polund, Portugudl, Republic of Macedoniu, Romanid,
Russiun Federution, Sun Marino, Senheygul, Serbia and
Monteneyro, Slovukiu, Sloveniu, Solomon Islands, Spuin,
Sri Lunku, St. Kitts und Nevis, Sweden, Thuailand, Timor-Leste,
Turkey, Ukrdine, United Kingdom of Gredt Britain & Northern
Irelund, United Republic of Tunzunia, Uruguay, Venezueld,
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